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ABSTRACT 

As our rural and urban students have little exposure to communication skills, 

their performance in under graduate level examination and interviews is 

practically very low. We are dealing with exceptional technical skills and low to 

no hold on English. Quite contrarily, the employment opportunities available to 

them demand and test the students command in English proficiency.  It is high 

time that we started teaching these rural and urban students with the 

advanced technology in the classroom with some of the innovative teaching-

learning methods and techniques. Likewise one of the major challenges is that 

even urban students communicate in English with their mother tongue 

influence. To meet the global standards in English proficiency and to gain 

employability skill the Engineering colleges from more than one and half 

decade are well equipped with exclusive language laboratories. At this juncture 

of time this paper stresses that the urban and rural students can develop their 

communication skills along with employability skills with the effective and 

efficient use of language lab independently and also interactively. It also 

highlights the teacher as a facilitator with the implementation of technical 

resources made available and the learner-centred activities in English, as 

second language teaching will surly bring life to a good learning experience for 

these millennium students. 

Key words: communication skills, millennium learners, fluency, proficiency, 

innovative teaching and learning methods. 

INTRODUCTION 

Good communication skills are indispensible for the success of any 

professional student. The four skills of reading writing, listening and speaking 
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have to be practised regularly. As we are depending upon technical aid for 

practicing these four areas rigorously, it has a number of advanced facilities 

that can help a student to learn English language with proficiency to 

communicate. This article attempts to high light the significance of language 

laboratory and the challenges it imposed to the learners and to the teacher. 

The English language laboratory is one of the most remarkable infrastructural 

facilities that the undergraduate students are blessed with these days. It was 

rightly speculated that a language laboratory is a must for teaching a foreign 

language like English. It is always our mission and vision to make the best 

efforts for students whose skills and efficiency in both spoken and written 

English are compulsory forth career success in this globalised world today. 

Since its establishment the English language laboratory is being used on the 

maximum scale and the huge number of students of all the departments under 

all faculties is being provided with its expert facilities irrespective of the core 

subjects they have opted. It is must to say that the technical benefits of the 

English language laboratory are properly exploited by the students under the 

active supervision and guidance of a number of adroit teachers. 

“I would have English as an associate, additional language, which can be used 

not because of facilities, but because I do not wish the people of non-Hindi 

areas to feel that certain doors of advance are closed to them. So I would have 

it has an alternative language as long as people of India require it”                                                                                                 

Pt.  Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Every educational system has certain objectives which aim at bringing about 

desirable changes in pupil. In order to bring about those changes, the 

institutions arrange learning experience. The success of learning can be judged 

only in terms of the changes brought about by this experience. This is a 

learning experience and evaluation. English has become a global language and 

teaching it as a foreign or second language has increasingly become a universal 

demand. 

NEED OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING:  

Due to its association with British colonizer, English started life in India not just 

as a foreign language, but as a much hated language. From the despised 

instrument of oppression to the reluctantly adopted lingua franca to the status 
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symbol of the upper classes to its position today as a second language, English 

has become a long way. In fact, it won’t be an aberration to label it a first 

language for some echelons of Indian society. Just as the status of the language 

underwent constant reinvention, the whole ELT paradigm also travelled the 

complete gamut of modification. In the closing years of twentieth century 

when English began to emerge as the global language, the Indian classroom 

was transformed because of the change in the environment of the learner. 

Whereas the earlier surroundings had been acquisition poor with regard to 

English, suddenly every language user seemed to be jumping upon the learn-

English-bandwagon. 

The liberalization of Indian economy ushered in all kinds of reason to learn the 

language. While earlier in the century students who has specialised in English 

joined either teaching or the civil services, now a whole new spectrum of job 

opportunities has opened up. There are now call centres that need trainers to 

equip their employees with communication skills, there are multinationals who 

have been recruiting marketing staff that needed to be taught spoken English, 

there are medical transcription centres which need efficient translators and 

reporters. Those desirous of immigration to the west needed professional help 

for clearing tests like the IELTS. Hence, the avenues where ELT came to be 

required in India are unlimited today. 

English has been taught in our schools and colleges for many decades. It 

occupies the position of associate official language. It is used widely as a link 

language in offices and among the educated people. It is not only a compulsory 

subject at school, college and university but also the medium of instruction to 

the large extent. It is the language of science and technology. It occupies the 

position of a second language in the school curriculum and for higher 

education. English language has assigned the role of library language. This 

contemporary position of English in India shows English language teaching 

occurring at all levels of education, mainly as a second language. 

EFFECT OF USING LABS ON LEARNING ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 

PRONUNCIATION: 

According to Avery and others must current teachers resources are designed to 

provide E-S-L instructors with guidance in how to learn pronunciation notable 
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these resources the departure from earlier texts in that they place more 

emphasis on super segmental aspects of speech (rhythm, intonation-stress) 

which are perceived to be more important from communicating point of view. 

Many new resources intended for use in classroom also reflect the increased 

emphasis on supra segmental as mentioned by Jones in 1997 most of 

pronunciation materials still reflect strong audio lingual focus despite efforts to 

include more communicative activities. Although second language learners are 

often able to modify their pronunciation to the accent that native listeners find 

their production significantly easier to understand. 

USE OF LANGUAGE LAB WITH TEACHERS CONSOLE: 

Language lab can be used for learning pronunciation through teachers console 

and language learning software. It acts as platform for languages to practice 

correcting pronunciation through interactive lessons and communicative of 

way at their own pace. Language lab may have following objectives, purposes 

and function to work upon-  

● To making good linguistics competence through accuracy in 

pronunciation. 

● To enrich the discourse competence so as to prepare learner to able to 

produce contextualize and clear speech. 

● To acquire strategies competence for spoken language to use in a wide 

range of communication strategies. 

 

HOW TEACHERS CONSOLE HELP IN LEARNING PRONUNCIATIONS: 

● By introducing audio and video broadcasting so as to provide live video 

and a audio from educational channel of TV or internet and to broadcast 

audio and video from any analogue source such as DVD, MP3 or CD. 

● By speech drill exercises.  

● To practice voice based activities like speech drill through model 

imitation, voice recording, voice graph and variable speed playback to 

neutralize accent and acquire fluency. 

● Group discussion 

● To bring learners into random groups to conduct group discussion and 

role play from their work station, live recording of discussion content for 
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each group should be separate so that teachers can provide feedback on 

their performance. 

 

COMPUTER ASSISTED INSTRUCTIONS: 

The labs assisted language learning (LALL) approach is the use of technology. 

One aspect of laboratories assisted pronunciation which based on the use of 

technology segmental and supra segmental feature of sound system. Rostron 

and Kinsell describe it as the digitized speech for improving language 

pronunciation. L-A-P has been used in teaching pronunciation to achieve two 

purposes- (a) diagnosing the students deviation in pronunciation (b) assisting 

him/her correcting any such deviations. 

Evaluation and instruction of the different aspect of pronunciation such as 

stress in language and teaching different aspect of pronunciation LAP offers a 

variety of interaction of soft word packages providing EFL learning with the 

opportunity to perceive and practice pronunciation. Lab aided pronunciation 

interaction offers many advantages which are not usually available in 

conventional contexts. There is a movement that goes beyond the limits of the 

classroom and gives the learning more out anomy and control in the 

development of training techniques LZ pronunciation. 

ENGLISH PHONOLOGY 

The phonetics and phonology of English differ between dialects, usually 

without interfering with mutual communication. Phonological variation affects 

the inventory of phonemes (speech sound that distinguish meaning), and 

phonetic variation is differences in pronunciation of the phonemes.  This 

overview mainly describes the standard pronunciation of the United Kingdom 

and United States: Received Pronunciation (RP) and General American (GA). 

Most English dialects share the same 24 consonant phonemes the 

pronunciation of vowels varies a great deal between dialects and is one of the 

most detectable aspects of a speaker’s accent an English syllable includes a 

syllable nucleus consisting of a vowel sound. Stress plays an important role in 

English certain syllables are stressed, while others are unstressed. Stress is 

combination of duration, intensity, vowel quality, and sometimes changes in 
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pitch. Stressed syllables are pronounced longer and louder than unstressed 

syllables and vowels in unstressed syllables are frequently reduced by vowels 

in stressed syllables are not. Some words, primarily short function words but 

also some modal verbs such as can, have weak and strong forms depending on 

whether they occur in stressed or non–stressed within a sentence. 

FUNCTIONALITY OF LANGUAGE LAB 

The levels of functionality of current language labs vary from manufacturer to 

manufacturer. All labs will have a level of teacher control to manage students’ 

licenses/ desktop. The more sophisticated ‘software only’ labs have a higher 

level of teacher management and control over the student desktop. One of the 

key differences with the ‘high end’, ‘software only’ products is their ability to 

work ‘live’ with the students as they record and work with media. So instead of 

waiting to correct student recordings after they have been recorded and 

collected back it is now possible for a teacher to work synchronously and live 

with students on their own, in pairs and in groups. Thus in enhancing the 

immediacy of the teaching and learning experience the next generation digital 

language labs allow teachers to monitor, control, deliver, group, display, 

review and collect, audio, video and web based multimedia content. The 

student player is linked to the teacher console and can play audio, video and 

web based formats.  Student can rewind, stop, start, go back to last silence, 

record, fast, forwards, repeat, phrase and bookmark.   

Software packages in language lab (SPLL) are basically learner centred 

materials. This is having open, distance and flexible for learner and have to 

learn on their own, at a time, pace and place of their own choice. They are 

different from other learning materials. The different  forms of self-learning 

materials and digital books, worksheets, digitalised  audio lessons, digitalised 

video lessons, web based packages, variety of software packages for phonetics 

and grammar, etc., although a student may be responding to the material that 

is presented,  they do not receive immediate information about the 

correctness of his response nor is the able to proceed at his own rate. The 

investigator keeps all these in mind and selected the effectiveness of language 

laboratory in learning English for this present study. 
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LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TESTS: 

Oller and Damico indicate that language proficiency tests can be associated 

with three schools of thoughts. The first of these trends, the discrete point 

approach, was based on the assumption that language proficiency: ...consisted 

of separable components of phonology, lexicon,, syntax, and so on , each of 

which could be further divided into distinct inventories of elements ( sounds, 

classes of sounds and phonemes, syllables, morphemes, words, idioms, phrase 

structures, etc). A discrete point language proficiency test typically uses testing 

formats such as phoneme discrimination tasks where the test taker is required 

to determine whether or not two words presented aurally are the same of 

different. A similar example might be a test designed to measure vocabulary 

which requires the test taker to select the appropriate option from a set of 

fixed choices. 

CONCLUSION 

Language laboratory is tremendously helpful in creating in favourable 

atmosphere for language learning and helping the learners to acquire 

necessary language skills useful to them in sharpening their study at present 

and streamlining their research and innovative activities in their further  

studies in the future. 

Summing up, language lab is the ultimate solutions and need of an hour in 

learning English language. The quality of the language proficiency will be more 

when learners learn it from the advanced technology. Surely language 

laboratories represent the single largest investment and instalment of audio 

resources in education. By high merit of its unique equipment and its 

unambiguous pedagogy, it stands alone. A contribution of technology to 

language teaching has made teaching of English language more successful, 

more rapid and more interesting.   
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