
RECENT TRENDS AND CHANGES IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING AND 
LITERATURE 

JAVARIYA TAMKEEN 
Lecturer in English 

Girraj Government college 
 

ABSTRACT: 

Undertaking based and Situated Language Learning and Teaching are among the most recent 
patterns in Elt these days and using these methodologies in Multi-User 3d virtual conditions 
where clients can have assortments of learning encounters in life-like conditions is said to change 
the idea of the learning background. Utilization of web based diversions and amusements in ELT 
has dependably been one of the most recent pattern that will never blur away. Students ought to 
be enagaged to the point that they ought to overlook even they are picking up something. 
Learning and stimulation are two words that are utilized together of late. English learning is 
progressively situated around school subjects (History, Science, Geography) advancement. The 
underlying principle is that english should not be the end of a language program but the means 
through which learners will acquire knowledge in other fields. The methodology requests not just 
the authority of English and the administration of ELT strategies however certain level of 
specialization in some disciplines.e-learning and how it very well may be connected to ELT is 
most likely a decent territory for research as the web turns out to be increasingly accessible to an 
ever more extensive gathering of understudies. How understudies interface and how the 
frameworks utilized encourage that association is an inquiry which should be comprehended to 
build the adequacy of this medium. 

 
1.0 Introduction 

 
The English Literature pathway permits to research the manners by which artistic culture has 
connected with and formed society and how it keeps on doing as such today. The utilization of 
innovation has turned into a critical piece of the learning procedure all through the class. Each 
language class more often than not utilizes some type of innovation. Innovation has been utilized 
to both help and enhance language learning. Technology enables teachers to adapt classroom 
activities, thus enhancing the language learning process. Technology continues to grow in 
importance as a tool to help teachers facilitate language learning for their learners. This study 
focuses on the role of using new technologies in learning English as a second/foreign language. 
It discussed different attitudes which support English language learners to increase their learning 
skills through using technologies. 
Recent trends, methodologies and developments portray the vital role of education sector in 
general with its internalization of the education process, stress on quality above quantity, 
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increase in the adoption of technologies, necessity for professional talent etc.The theories and 
methods are constantly evolving in the field of ELT also. This paper presents the famous trends 
in the ELT that have been used practically in recent times in the entire world with specific 
reference to the trends prevalent during the previous decades. 
 
In the present occasions, such a large number of books have been distributed in English about 
English language when all is said in done and English Language Teaching specifically. These 
books see the subject contrastingly by introducing a plenty of voices endeavoring to change 
themselves from the grasp of conventional strategies for educating. The advancement that the 
scientist talks in the paper relates both to approach and materials utilized in language instructing. 
Moreover, this article brings out the subtle distinction between the scholarly perception of 
language as treated in research and pedagogy. The argument advances as the paper proceeds with 
trends of education with specific reference to the Indian scenario, methodologies adopted, the 
bygone methods, the peer practice, the present trend, new teaching design, new devices, the need 
for change, the ICT and English language and also the CALL. 

 
2. GENERAL TREND 
 English language teaching has undergone tremendous changes over the years, especially the last 
ten years. Students are burdened with studying, learning and grasping the materials, and of 
course, lectures with the collection of relevant information from prescribed texts. Many career 
alternatives once regarded insignificant are gaining importance at present such as communication 
skills, soft skills, technical skills, interpersonal skills, ICT literacy etc. The need for chiseled 
graduates to merge successfully in the tough competition of survival in the global market is in 
great demand nowadays. For this, a change in the trend especially the teaching learning process 
of English language has to undergo a transition for the betterment. Seasons change, 
fashionchanges, attitudes of human beings change but it is disheartening to note that in the last 
century English curriculum has hardly undergone any change. [2] 
 
3. METHODOLOGIES ADAPTED DURING THE PREVIOUS YEARS  
Communication is the groundwork based on which any idea can progress and develop into a full 
fledged one. Without that, sustenance in any field is impossible. Some of the (recent) trends in 
the ELT are quite apparent while the others are still to make their presence felt. Some are yet to 
come into existence and therefore subject to evolution and change. During the last decade, 
various crucial factors have combined to affect the current ideologies of teaching of English such 
as the ineffective methodologies, unsuitable materials, integration of contextualized teaching, 
over emphasis on multi language skills etc. Teachers who practiced Grammar Translation 
method during the previous decade solely relied on black board as the apt tool to impart 
communication skills and the nuances of English language. Later on, over head projectors, acted 
as another medium for the teacher dominated class room. Such teachers believed in the dictum of 
drill and practice. As such, audio tapes acted as medium of Audio-lingual method. In the later 
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years of 1970‟s, audio lingual method fell into disregard. During 1980‟s and 1990‟s, there was a 
sweeping change over the existing trends then, and more emphasis was laid on authentic and 
meaningful contextualized discourse.[3] 
 
4. THE  INNOVATIONS THAT CHANGED ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING  

4.1 Blended learning 

As teachers combine digital media with more traditional forms of teaching, their course materials 
and resources reflect the trend. The Combined Pre-Sessional Course offered by King’s English 
Language Centre (King’s College London) combines face-to-face teaching and online lessons. 
For teachers who want to pepper their everyday teaching with practical online activities, Lindsay 
Clandfield and Jill Hadfield’s Interaction Online - creative activities for blended 
learning  emphasises the interaction between teachers and learners. 

4.2 Mobile learning 

Online resources are more accessible with a mobile app or a mobile-friendly 
version. Wordable (Playlingo Ltd. with Cambridge University Press) turns vocabulary-learning 
into a fun, competitive game you could play with your friends. It has built-in, spaced repetition 
and active-recall learning to make new words stick. 

Essential English (Oxford University Press) uses mobile technology to provide free resources 
for teachers and students, including flashcards, phrasebooks, lesson plans and activities. 
Meanwhile, Tri Pro English Website and Mobile Apps  helps learners to practise their 
listening through free, high-quality recordings divided into levels and coupled with 
comprehension questions.[10] 

4.3 Gamification 

Appealing to football-lovers, LearnMatch  (VE Vision Education GmbH) uses training 
sessions, friendly matches, leagues and cup games to make vocabulary learning fun for young 
learners. Get Set, Go! Phonics  (Oxford University Press) uses chants, songs and games to help 
develop pre-school children’s phonological awareness. 

On an even more immersive scale, Learn Languages with Ruby Rei (Wibbu) plunges the 
learners into an interactive adventure game. They have to use their language skills to negotiate, 
collaborate and build friendships in order to escape from a forgotten planet at the edge of the 
universe. Any learning that takes place is incidental. 
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4.4 Embodied learning 

Embodied learning is based on the idea that learning is not just about remembering. It involves 
using the mind and the body, collaborating, discussing and exploring. Learners need to be 
emotionally, intellectually, physically and socially engaged. 

Courses such as Doodle Town (Macmillan Education) use visual, audio and hands-on activities 
to stimulate and inspire learning, getting young learners to draw, create, and be inquisitive. Orbit 
(Richmond) develops the young learners’ socio-emotional and cognitive skills through a 
language course that follows the story of a ferret and children who go on adventures in 
multicultural environments.[12] 

4.5 Inquiry-based learning (or: 'learning in a complex world') 

The scenarios that teachers come across in some course materials can seem simplified and 
unrealistic, leading us to wonder if we are adequately training our learners for real life in the 21st 
century. 

Courses like Fast Track 5  (EF Education First Ltd) and Wider World  (Pearson with the BBC) 
use authentic video and audio content to bring the real world to teenage learners. They encourage 
teenagers to practise the soft skills and communication skills needed to take part in the global 
communities of the 21st century. Aimed at the adult learner, Perspectives(National Geographic) 
uses real-life stories and TED talks to motivate learners to think critically and creatively. 

Danny Norrington-Davies’s Teaching Grammar: From Rules to Reasons  (Pavilion 
Publishing) is an alternative approach to teaching grammar. Teachers and learners discover how 
writers and speakers use grammar to express themselves in real life. Hugh Dellar and Andrew 
Walkley’s Teaching Lexically (Delta Publishing) combines the teaching of grammar and lexis 
for more effective classroom practice, rather than over-simplifying language into a more 
traditional ‘grammar + words’ view. 

4.6 English as a lingua franca (ELF) 

When the concept of English as a lingua franca was first discussed by teachers, academics, 
writers and trainers, it was controversial. Many refused to consider how the concept of English 
as an international language might fit into course materials and language teaching. Today, we see 
resource materials like PronPack 1-4 (Mark Hancock) taking a non-prescriptive approach to 
accent and instead focusing on increased intelligibility as the objective. Using elements of 
blended learning and gamification, this pronunciation course doesn’t help the learner sound 
British or American, but instead prepares the learner to use English in the global arena. 
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4.7 Multi-literacies and trans-languaging 

In global communities where English is a common language of communication alongside other 
languages, knowledge of other languages is an asset. Rather than diminish the learners’ first 
language (also known as subtractive bilingualism), teachers are encouraging learners to use their 
own languages. This requires complex social and cognitive skills. In contrast, strict English-only 
classrooms are slowly becoming a thing of the past. Such linguistic diversity is celebrated in 
courses like the Family Skills Toolkit(Learning Unlimited Ltd) that encourages parents and 
carers of children learning English to see their bilingualism as a benefit. 

4.8 Supporting learners of specific needs 

As globalisation takes hold, 'glocalisation ' (adapting an international product to match what 
people want in their particular country or culture) becomes necessary. The more we understand 
individual learners' needs, the more we can tailor our lessons to suit them. Ros Wright’s 
book Learning English: English for Health and Social Care Workers (Pavilion Publishing) 
provides learners not just with medical terms, but also knowledge of policies and procedures in 
the medical and care industry. Study Legal English – the world’s first legal English 
podcast  includes online learning materials and quizzes to gamify learning. 

However, catering to learners with specific needs does not only mean English for Specific 
Purposes (ESP). Imagine!  (Silva Education Ltd) caters to Brazilian learners from low-income 
families. EAP for Syrian Academics Projects  provides online EAP lessons and material 
support for Syrian academics exiled across Turkey. Supporting Learners with Dyslexia in the 
ELT classroom  is a teacher resource providing teachers with both theory and practical ideas of 
how to ‘reach and teach’ students with dyslexia. 

4.9 Creating and sharing content 

While there’s much online content already out there for learners, some programmes and apps 
allow learners to produce their own content and share what they have created with others. 
Popular online sites like Quizizz  and Socrative  allow both teachers and students to create 
online games and play games that are shared by users from around the world. Websites 
like Canva allow teachers and learners to express their creativity through posters, social media 
memes and banners. Then there are mindmapping sites, comic-strip creation sites and movie-
editing/movie-making sites. 

Using content-creation tools like these allow learners to use language creatively, and turn 
language practice into a fun and engaging activity. ELTons finalist Brick by Brick (StandFor/ 
FTD Educaçāo) is one such course for younger learners that has them creating and embarking on 
hands-on projects as they learn. 
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4.10 Learning and teaching management platforms 

Learning management platforms (LMSs) like Edmodo are increasingly popular. They give 
learners an online way to find handouts, continue classroom discussions and submit homework. 
Now, online platforms are also used to communicate with parents and other stakeholders, give 
teachers and administrators a better overview of the curriculum, and help manage lesson plans 
and materials. 

The Royal ABC  (Prosper Education Pte Ltd) curriculum for four-to-six year olds comes with a 
teacher platform that allows teachers to manage lesson planning, complete administration, 
schedule homework and report to parents. This gives teachers more time to work with children in 
the classroom. 

These tools may appeal because they seem shiny and new. But the true value of innovations lies 
in how much they can help learners to become better communicators in English., and the extent 
to which they can help teachers encourage learners in the most efficient, motivating ways. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The conventional technique lays more accentuation on an instructor himself and is educator 
focused. Dull practice, mechanical drills and remembrance are the signs of the conventional 
techniques. Wilkins (1976,2) calls an engineered in which diverse parts of the language are 
educated independently and well ordered so securing is a procedure of steady aggregation of 
parts until the entire structure of language has been developed. The totalitarian or the 
definitive job of the instructor which relates to the since quite a while ago valued customary 
idea that academic standards rely upon how articulately an educator educates. It is basic to 
comprehend the present patterns and evaluative strategies for the ELT. The speculations and 
strategies are continually advancing in the ELT. The instructors of the ELT know about the 
prescribed procedures in educating and learning English and how they can be made useful to 
the understudies. It is workable for each tyke to learn English in the most pleasant way on the 
off chance that it is provided with the correct sort of materials and teaching method created 
by one‟s claim local knowledge. A wonderful mix of craftsmanship and science, with a 
tweak of whatever number instruments as could be expected under the circumstances to the 
collection can assist an ELT with excelling in his/her field. 
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