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ABSTRACT: 

Utopian literature brings out the writer’s expectation about the society. They have created their 
ideal society in their work of art. Plato's The Republic is a classical utopian literature. But, the very 
word ‘Utopian' was directly used by Thomas More. He had created a world called ‘Utopia' and set out 
a vision of an ideal society. The work presents an ironic projection of an ideal state Still, it kindled the 
readers to expect a change in the existing corrupted society. Plato gave an outline of what he sees in 
his ideal society and its political system in his The Republic. This literature doesn't stop with its focus 
in the political, social and religious state, it also has its view in feminism too. In Herland, Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman has presented a land of women where women are given importance and highly 
talented/skilled. In Indian writing in English, Amish Tripathi makes an attempt to present such an 
ideal world in his debut novel Immortals of Meluha. This paper focuses whether Amish creates a land 
called ‘Meluha’ as his ideal land. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 M.H. Abram says, ‘Utopia’ means “A fictional perfect place, such as “paradise” or “heaven”.” 

Such perfect places are created by the authors in all ages as a satire. They subtly point out the immorality 

of the present society or the corrupted society/religion. This kind of literature is known as ‘Utopian 

Literature'. Utopian literature brings out the writers' expectation about the society. So, they have created 

their own ideal world in their works of art. 

 Plato’s ‘The Republic’ is the classical/early utopian literature piece brings us the idea of the 

author’s ethos which varies from the existing society and having so many features of another reality 

intended to appeal to readers. 

 Utopian literature is generally a satire of political, religions and society. The main idea of creating 

an ideal world is to point out the corruption, immortality and the activities against humanity in the 

existing society. Charlotte Perkins Gilman presents a land of women in her Herland which gives 

importance to women. 
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H.G. Wells’ A Modern Utopia, Euliemanes Sacred History, Christine de Pizan’s The Book of the 

city of Ladies, Tommaso Campanella’s  The city of the Sun, Sir Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis, William 

Morris’ New from Nowhere, Wright’s Islandia, B.F. Skinner’s Walden Two are some of the utopian 

novels. 

THE IMMORTALS OF MELUHA 

 Amish Tripathi’s debut novel The Immortals of Meluha deals with a utopian empire called 

Meluha. The hero of the novel Shiva, the savior of the Meluhan Empire, immigrates to Meluha with his 

Guna tribal clan. Through his eyes, Amish describes his ideal nation where everything is perfect and 

systematic. The practices mentioned by him in this novel are purely utopian style. The good thing about 

the empire is welcoming immigrants from various lands. They will be given fertile land and resources 

for farming. 

Nandi said to Shiva, “Come to our land. It lies beyond the great mountains. Others call it Meluha. 

I call it Heaven.It is the richest and most powerful empire in India. Indeed the richest and most powerful 

in whole world.” (IM. 2). This shows the longingness of Amish. Amish’s ideal world has equal 

importance   to all living beings. “Aren’t there any laws in Meluha against cruelty to animals? asked 

Shiva with the most sincere of expressions.’ ‘Oh yes, my Lord. Very strict laws. In Meluha ALL life is 

precious. In fact, there are strict guidelines as to when and how animals can be slaughtered and …’.” 

(IM.34) 

Shiva’s acceptance of the Land of pure life as, “Shiva did not lie when he said this. He truly 

believed that if there was a paradise somewhere, it couldn’t have been very different from Meluha. This 

was a land of abundance, of almost ethereal perfection!”   (IM.35) 

Shiva was wondered by Ayurvathi and her team’s medical assistance during the emergency and he 

openly stated as,“you people are incredibly efficient but I pray that everyone will be okay; said a worried 

Shiva.” Ayurvathi’s reply is,“… ‘Don’t worry. We’re Meluhans, we are capable handling any situation. 

Everybody will be fine’.” (IM.20). By this conversation, Amish stamps his ideal world as capable of 

anything and everything. 

 Amish has presented the caste in Meluha as in Indian Veds, with slight modification. This can 

be seen in following the description of Amish in the novel. When Bhadra and Shiva were talking about 

the Neelkanth legend, they talk about the caste system of Meluha, Bhadra said, … ‘you know their 

doctors are called Brahmins?’ … ‘But the Brahmins don’t just cure people. They are also teachers, 

lawyers, priests, basically any intellectual profession.’ … ‘They have a concept of Specialisation. So in 

addition to the Brahmins, they have a group called Kshatriyas, who are the warriors and rulers. Even the 
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women can be Kshatriyas!’ … ‘And then they have Vaishyas, who are craftsman, traders and business 

people and finally the Shudras who are the farmers and workers. And one caste cannot do another caste’s 

job.’ (IM. 28).  

Shiva wanted to know about the jewellery of Nandi, “Can you tell me the significance of your 

jewellery or is that also a state secret?’ teased Shiva.”Nandi’s response, “Of course I can, my Lord,’…He 

pointed at the first amulet that had been tied around his massive arm with a silky gold thread. ‘This is 

the amulet which represents my caste. The lines are drawn on it symbolize the shoulders of the Parmatma, 

the almighty. This means that I am a Kshatriya’.” (IM. 38). 

Shiva asks for the symbols for another caste to Nandi, “Well, if the lines are drawn to represent the head 

of the Parmatma, it would mean the wearer is a Brahmin. The symbol for a Vaishya would be the lines 

forming a symbol of the thighs of the Parmatma. And the feet of the Parmatma on the amulet would 

make the wearer a Shudra.’ (IM. 39).  

Further, 

This second amulet depicts my chosen-tribe. Each chosen-tribe takes on jobs which fit its 

profile. Every Meluhan, in consultation with his parents, applies for a chosen-tribe when 

he turns twenty-five years old. Brahmins choose from birds, while Kshatriyas apply for 

animals. Flowers are allocated to Vaishyas while Shudras must choose from amongst fish. 

The Allocation Board allocated the chosen-tribe on the basis of a rigorous examination 

process. (IM.39) 

 

… the sun represents the fact that I am a follower of the Suryavanshi Kings – the kings 

who are the descendants of the sun. (IM. 40) 

 

All it means is that we follow the Solar Calendar. So you could say that we are the 

followers of the "path of the sun." In practical terms, it denotes that we are strong and 

steadfast. We honour our word and keep our promises even at the cost of our lives. We 

never break the law. We deal honourably even with those who are dishonourable. Like 

the sun, we never take from anyone but always give to others. We sear our duties into our 

consciousness so that we may never forget them. Being a Suryavanshi means that we 

must always strive to be honest, brave, and above all loyal to the truth’. (IM. 40) 

From this, it is to be known that Amish crafts his ideal world as he expected through the medium 

of the existing story of Lord Ram’s Kingdom. He clearly explains the code of ethics of every citizen of 

Meluha. He has presented his land as a land of laws, wisdom, valour, humaneness and perfection. He 
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has presented a land of perfection and purity. The way he has given importance to all the caste people. 

He presents here as a human body not even a single part is considered low. 

He introduces a system called ‘Mika' where all the newborn babies are brought up and equal 

education is given to them by the state. Based on their knowledge and skills they are branded as caste. 

For example, a Brahmins' son or daughter can become a Shudra or Vaishya. The parents will adopt 21 

year grown-up children from Mika according to their caste. They don't have any identity of their own 

baby but for their future and family. They will adopt from Mika according to their chosen tribe. 

Next, to the caste system, the land of pure life does not bend its laws for anyone. Even the king, 

should abide by laws. Parvateshwar does not compromise any of his laws of Lord Ram for the sake of 

the present Neelkanth, the Saviour of Meluhan people. He does not bow like others in front of Shiva. 

But, slowly he accepts Shiva for his wit and knowledge. Shiva’s behaviour and approach to fight against 

the evil has made him to accept Shiva as Neelkanth.  He stands by his country Meluha, not by the side 

of good just because of abiding the laws of Lord Ram. 

Shiva is identified as their savior, he is informed to move to Devagiri. At that time, Shiva 

questions about his tribe, whether they will be the hostage in Srinagar. Chenardhwaj says that Shiva’s 

tribes are given lands in Kashmir. Chenardhwaj replies to Shiva, “Oh no, my Lord,’ said a visibly 

disturbed Chenardhwaj. ‘They are your tribe, my Lord. If I had my way, they would live like nobility 

for the rest of their lives. But the laws cannot be broken, my Lord. Not even for you. We can only give 

them what had been promised.” (IM.26).  This shows the importance of laws in Meluha. To make fun at 

Nandi, Shiva on seeing the enormous form of Nandi and the horse which carries Nandi all the time he 

asks, “Aren’t there any laws in Meluha against cruelty to animals?” (IM.33). When Nandi explains about 

Lord Ram and his Rajya, “The simple truth hit Shiva: if the entire society was conscious of its duties, 

nobody would need to fight for their individual rights. Since everybody’s rights would be automatically 

taken care of through someone else’s duties. Lord Ram was a genius!” (IM. 34). When Jattaa shares a 

word about the terrorist attack at Jratakgiri and informed him to avoid that route. At that time, he says 

angrily that he will cut the Chandravanshi terrorists into minute pieces, Nandi replies that, “Jattaa! We 

are followers of the Suryavanshis. We cannot even think of barbaric warfare such as that! said Nandi. 

Do the terrorists follow the rules of war when they attack us? Don't they kill unarmed man? That doesn’t 

mean that we act in the same way, Captain. We are Meluhans! said Nandi shaking his head.” (IM. 37). 
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FEMINIST UTOPIAN ELEMENTS 

 Amish extends his ideas of giving importance to genders in his ideal world. Women are also in 

important designations in the nation.  He starts from Auyurvati, the chief doctor in the immigration 

camp. She is known for her best service. When Nandi greets Ayurvati in the camp she asks him whether 

she has met him before. He replies, “My name is Captain Nandi, my lady.’ Answered Nandi. We haven’t 

met but who doesn’t know you, the greatest doctor in the land?” (IM. 15). 

 Second, he has shown a Kshatriya lady good at sword fighting and the heroine of his novel, Sati. 

She is good at sword fight. She is called for ‘Agnipriksha’ with Tarak. Shiva guides her for one on one 

fight techniques to know the strength of her. She wins the battle with Tarak. Sati’s bravery is seen when 

Parvateshwar asks Sati that he will act her second for the challenge. But Sati refuses his offer and states 

that only she has the right to right to appoint her second but she does want any second and wants to fight 

with Tarak.   

… She pulled the knife out, slowly twisting it to inflict maximum damage. Blood spewed 

out from Tarak’s mouth at an alarming rate. Gripping the knife in both hands she raised 

her arms, aiming at Tarak’s heart for a quick kill. Unexpectedly though, her expression 

then transformed from rage to serenity. It was almost as if someone had sucked out all 

the negative energy from within her. She turned around. Shiva, the destroyer of evil, sat 

on his throne, staring at her with a slight smile. Then she looked at Tarak, and whispered. 

‘I will forgive you.’ The stadium erupted in joy. Even if Lord Varun himself had scripted 

the fight, it wouldn’t have been so perfect. It had everything that the Suryavanshis held 

dear. Defiant when under pressure, yet magnanimous in victory.  (IM.236). 

She is a good dancer too. 

 The Meluhan Prime Minister, Kanakhala, is a bhramin and good at administration. All of Amish 

female characters are known for their wisdom and skills. He never makes any of his female characters 

to ask for equality in Meluha. 

 Very neatly he has presented his ideal world, Meluha, in his novel. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 Meuha is an ideal world of Amish Tripathi. He has stated all the positives and good things about 

his ideal world in The Immortals of Meluha. He adds dystopian writing in the same novel to travel. Those 

dystopian facts are the evil of the empire which Shiva has to fight against. Being an Indian he uses all 

the states from India. He has taken the same story of ancient India and injects his post-colonial thoughts 
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to give life to his dream. He justifies all the religious practices with science. Hence, Meluha in The 

Immortals of Meluha is Amish Tripathi’s ideal land. 
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